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SUBJECT: PROVOS BLITZ LONDON'S WEST END 

REE: LONDON 1674 

1 . THE PROVISIONAL IRA (PIRA) RETURNED TO LONDON 
JANUARY 29 WITH A L4-BOMB (13 OF WHICH EXPLODED) BLITZ 
OF OXFORD STREET AND ENVIRONS (REFTEL). ACCORDING TO 
THE PRESS, THE BULK OF THE BOMBS WERE SMALL AND OF TWO 
TYPES: 2 TO 5 POUND HIGH EXPLOSIVE DEVICES OR "CASSETTE 
TYPE" INCENDIARIES. ONE UNEXPLODED DEVICE WAS EOUND IN 
SELFRIDGES'S DEPARTMENT STORE, WHERE A SECOND EXPLOSIVE 
BOMB ALSO WENT OEF. 

2. A MAN PURPORTING TO REPRESENT THE PIRA CALLED A 
MANCHESTER NEWSPAPER LATER IN THE DAY, CLAIMING THAT THE 
BOMBS WERE THE WORK OF THE PIRA AND INDICATING THAT THE 
BOMBING WOULD CONTINUE UNTIL HMG WITHDRAWS ITS TROOPS 
FROM NORTHERN IRELAND. 
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3. COMMENT. IT SEEMS EVIDENT THAT THE PIRA HAS 
INFILTRATED A NEW TERRORIST TEAM INTO BRITAIN. MOST 
OBSERVERS BELIEVE THE TIMING OF THIS RENEWED BOMBING 
OFEENSIVE WAS DESIGNED TO MARK THE EIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE 1972 "BLOODY SUNDAY" DISORDERS IN LONDONDERRY AND WAS 
ALSO RELATED TO THE CURRENT TRIAL OF THE BALCOMBE STREET 
BOMBERS. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER THESE BOMBINGS MARK A 
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NEW PIRA STRATEGY EOR BOMBING CAMPAIGNS IN BRITAIN 
(PREVIOUS CAMPAIGNS HAVE TENDED TO EOCUS ON CHOSEN 
TARGETS. E.G. ''ESTABLISHMENT" RESTAURANTS OR PUBS USED 
BY OFE-DUTY MILITARY PERSONNEL), OR WHETHER IT WAS A ONE 
TIME AEEAIR. THE SIMILARITY OE THIS PATTERN TO RECENT 
BOMBINGS IN NI - SMALLER BOMBS SET TO EXPLODE ALTER 
WORKING HOURS, REDUCING THE LIKELIHOOD OF DETECTION OR OF 
KILLING AND INJURING OF BY-STANDERS AND CONSERVING ON 
EXPLOSIVES - MAY BE CIRCUMSTANTIAL. THE PIRA HAS NOT 
PREVIOUSLY SHOWN MUCH CONCERN EOR THE VICTIMS OE ITS 
TERRORIST ACTIONS. 
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